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PEOPLE 

Neanderthals?
Who are the

Shorter
Heavier

Thicker bones
Stronger than humans

We are a species called Homo Sapiens (humans). The species 
that we call Neanderthal is different to what humans are today. 

There were seven separate species of Hominids (who all evolved 
from the Great Apes) dating from about seven million years ago. 
They are all now extinct except for Homo Sapiens. 

Neanderthals are the group of people who are most closely 
associated with the Ice Age because of the evidence that 
archaeologists have uncovered.

Neanderthals were:

Where did they come from?
Neanderthals originally 
came from Africa and moved 
through the Middle East 
before travelling into Europe. 

How do we know about

Archaeologists have found 
evidence in Jersey includes 
teeth and a piece of skull 
and all the tools that that 
they used.

Neanderthals?

TOOLS

How
are the tools made?

Flintknapping
You take a piece of flint (a core) and hit it along the sides so that 
pieces will break off it and you keep hitting it until it’s the shape 
that the tool needs to be. The core is hit with a harder piece of 
stone (not flint) or a type of hammer made from a bone.  

CHOPPINGCUTTING SCRAPING

A large lump 
of flint which 
the tools are 
made from. 
This core was 
found at Les 
Varines.

CORE

A large handaxe 
from Boxgrove, 
England. Handaxes 
would have been 
the most useful tool 
for a Neanderthal.

HANDAXE

FLAKES
A small piece of flint which 
has been knocked off when 
a tool has been made. These 
flakes were found near other 
tools such as handaxes in 
Boxgrove, England.

LEVALLOIS

Can you find them in 
the exhibition?

A type of tool 
made with a 
special name 
called ‘Levallois’. 
Levallois points and 
tools are made a in a 
unique way and were 
first found in a region 
called Levallois in 
France. 

POINTS
HANDAXE

A pointed tool 
usually round 
at one end and 

pointed at the 
other. Found 
at La Cotte de 
St Brelade.

them in the exhibition
Tick the tools when you find

Had larger skulls



Do you think these animals were 

ANIMALS 
During the Ice Age lots of animals were living 
in Jersey that we don’t see now. EASY OR DIFFICULT TO HUNT

LOTS OF FOOD OR A 
LITTLE BIT OF FOOD 

ANIMALS 

All these animals would have been here 
and hunted by Neanderthals.

MATCH THE NAMES 
TO THE ANIMAL

WOLF

Easy   

Difficult 

TO HUNT
FOOD

Lots   

Little  

Easy   

Difficult 

TO HUNT

FOOD
Lots   

Little  

✓

✓

Easy   

Difficult 

TO HUNT

FOOD
Lots   

Little  

Easy   

Difficult 

TO HUNT

FOOD
Lots   

Little  

Easy   

Difficult 

TO HUNT

FOOD
Lots   

Little  

Easy   

Difficult 

TO HUNT

FOOD
Lots   

Little  

ARCTIC HARE

BEAR

CHAMOIS
REINDEER

MAMMOTH

?
Do you think these animals ate

?
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La Cotte a la Chevre

La Belle Hougue

Les Varines

Belcroute Bay

La Cotte de St Brelade5
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250,000 
YEARS AGO

125,000 
YEARS AGO

60,000 
YEARS AGO

Land

Sea and rivers

Land today

Climate change and rising sea levels have 
changed the landscape and created islands. 
 

Here is how the sea levels changed 
around Jersey over the Ice Age. 

Here are some of the locations of the 
Ice Age finds in the island that tell us 
the story of the Ice Age in Jersey.

Evidence for the Ice Age and Neanderthals 
has been found in Britain and Europe.  

5

4

Can you find three other places that there 
are objects from in the exhibition?



8,000 years ago 
Sheep and goats 

domesticated; irrigation 
began; wheel invented

300,000 - 150,000 years ago 
Appearance of Homo sapiens 

in Africa

35,000 years ago 
Neanderthals become extinct;

Tally sticks  (for counting) 250,000 years ago 
First evidence 

of Neanderthals 
at La Cotte de 

St Brelade

28,000-20,000 years ago  
Use of needles, saws 

and harpoons

27,000 years ago  
Earliest evidence 

of weaving

25,000 years ago 
Earliest pottery

15,000 years ago 
Domestication of pigs

13,000-10,000 years ago 
End of last Ice Age

10,500 years ago 
Cattle domesticated

10,000 - 9,000 
years ago 

Barley and wheat cultivated

9,500 years ago 
Cat domesticated

7,000 years ago 
Gold treasure in 

burials in Bulgaria

6,000 years ago
Domestication of horse 

and chicken

6,000 years ago
La Hougue Bie was built

5,500 years ago 
Writing invented 

in Sumer
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14,500 years ago 
Les Varines occupied by 

Magdalenian hunters

7,000 years ago
Jersey finally 

cut off as 
an Island

9,000 years ago 
Evidence of campsite 

occupation by 
Prehistoric people 

at the Canal de Squez, 
Les Landes
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STONE AGE 

Dates for the start and end of the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and 
Neolithic vary from location anything up to thousands of years. 
However, in Britain and specifically Jersey we usually work 
within these dates:

Palaeolithic 250,000-10,000 BCE  
Mesolithic 10,000-4,800 BCE  
Neolithic 4,800-2,250 BCE 
The entire Stone Age accounts for around 95% of human 
activity on Earth


